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jsj rAitni caw 



nun >u tuuH 




United Swtb8 Paibwt and Tradem ark Office 




tftypWpk: METHODS 




NOTICE 0» ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUp 



RECEIVED 

AUG 0 4 2004 




J&1 FAT. DKT SECTION datbm^ilbd: os/Qi/2004 



MtotA.JUeohart 



AND DEVICES TOR COLLECTION OF SOFT TISSUE 



TOBUCATKWPEB 1 V TOT/g. mag) DUE |. . PATET^ 



Ltnosr identified above has been examined and is allowed toF^ssuANCE >jjj*£ *£gE& : 

^SBraS ^BS m CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOTjA OTANTOF ^ATJ^^SES 
^NgSaiy^IUWAl FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR 1JPON 
AJPFLi:ANT. SEX 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 130*. T 

FIBLXCATION FEE XfF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WlfBJNjJTHftM ^figglS J^°M^2£. 
THIS NOTICE OR THIS ^HTICATION SHALL BE REGARtoETJ AS . ABANDONED* - ^BX& .. 
>"5«B? A levrgApRP. SEE 35 UAC. 151. THE IflSSjTO DUE ^C^^i^SJYJ 
TO I ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE PEE APPLIED IN THW APP J^I>ON. ^T™,^™^^!^^ 
fST.BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN D? NO FEE IS Dip OR THE AFFLICTION . * 



ABA^frbNED. 
. __. tHIS NOTICE: 

ENTITY is shown aaY£S» verify ytnir current 
""Y statu*' ' . . 

k the *a$*e, j ay tho TOTAL. FEECS) DUE shown 



<«ta£ui above U id be 




removed, check box 5b an Put B - 



Eet^ Transmittal and pay ti e PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
. 'Bsd^Otttfcfe amount b/tbe IS SUB FEE shown above, or 

1 XL 



If dw SMALL ENTITY is>b«jwn as NO:. 

A. Pay TOTAL F&Etsjf buE|boWlii&c^ 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status befera> or u 
churning SMALL ENTITY status, check box Sa; on. Part B - ™ 



TiaimnW and pay the JPUBlJCATXON FEB (if retired) and 1 
me ISSUE FEE shown abpve^f 



(T'B"* FEfiCS) TRAK! MTTTAL should be completed andlreturned to the United Stales Patent)and Trademark Office (U^PTOJ vilh : 
.e^rifgfc pubxj :AT10N FEE (if raqtnred). Even if (he fce(i) have already boon paid; Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be; 
t returned If y nt arc charging the fce(a) to your dopoert account, section "4b" of P*rt B - Foo(a) Trananuttal should bo .-; 
r aftOAUa ocpy c f Ihe fern ghonld be submitted. . • | : f . .•*•'•;: 

L^aMoflfi regm ^iag ttua application mutt give the application, number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to .- 
tFET^ualcaa idvised to tthe contrary. j ' * -\' 

tlFA^FT ^REMINDEEi UttUty patents EMUfiag on oppBcaitSans tiled on or after Dec )2 t 1980 may reqmlrc payment of . 
jfeea. It b patenfec'a rdponribfllty to comre timely payment of ma i ntwnre f>— , whfn dna. ■•> ■ 
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i»av r ft i in i m 



r ax; ;jz3^>»£0UD 



PARTB- F£E(S) TRANSMITTAL 

with applicable feefOttoi MiU Mail Stop ISSUE FEE j 
CommUiUKur for Patenti 
P.O. Box 1450 : T 
Alexandria, VS*gSii*a 223*3-1450 



the TSSOB FEE urf PUBLICATION FEE QfiMpM. Btodci 1 toougft 5 «oald be cganUe*&'**a 
iwKs wdm em! notification of mimsBjDco fiwa wQt-b* nwiftl to (he ntirftnT CQKrnteodiQM' mxmh i 
i ,1, by CO «ptd$sag a new o onrq p on dcnct tddruc bow (bjia&tffeg a icpuat» 'TZ£ ADDRESS v $ 

wnsed ta dc 
bouoedftr* 




...» . v .;^.^.ve ...... >t *. t • : . . • 



OMB063J-003J 



U.S. P«*st md TndcrtAA Office; UJS. DQ>AHTMEKT OP COM^tWCIf 
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ijrNrEB? SPATES PATENT ANP TRADEMARK OFFICE 





X 



FIRST NAMSP EKVENTOft. 



| attobm&y DOCCBT KO. 



0S/Q2/7X* 



S. JOHNSON 

JfSPN St IQHN^QN PLAZA 
^ HJ Oi 933-7003 



WnfcARftttant 



HplD-TTO 

-j 




-j FOREMAN, JONATHAN M V " .If? -\^J~~ 

^ j?3# ■• .:. ■ ;• ■ ••■*•? 

DATB MAILED: , 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 XJ.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) ! 



.Th^ateait Term Adjusti oect to date is 0 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on thfc dale* that is three months aftejr. the ,; 
. jna^i^ ^e of t^; notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date thkt is 28 weeks (six acid a half \ 

^ ^ ^-ICa^&vedi, Prpoe^uti on Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date, that ; 



._ irififf Patent Term J djustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

:t £&■■•{* ' r " - 

ftt>oll be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application mfoxmsmoa.Re^eyal;; 
&^(h&p : Jf] >an\u&pto,gpv). 

Kjq^tions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination shojuld be directed to the Office of . 
VBeial J?^iniini8trat|ion at (703) 306- 13 83. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments shcnild be 



-1. 



"51*. 



Page 3 of 3 



i W ttDQUSb 04W2007. 



PACE flttl * RCVD AT 11/1/2004 10:58:09 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EPXRF-1/0 * DNIS:87293O0 • CSID:513 337 1 919 * DURATION (mm-«s>: 1 5-38 



Nov. 01 04" 12: 0JBp 



Kimberly Moses 



513-337-1319 



p. 1 □ 



Application No. 



Examiner 

Jonathan ML Foreman- 



Applicants) 



3736 



-■ ■ - ^Whm-MAtLtNB OA 7E of thJ* vonrmunhaBon appoint on the cover envoi wrm mm corroapontfonce sows 
. All dffim bet^alewsbk- PRCpECLrTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application, tf.not irwtudett 
"~ W pfeyiousty mafted),» Notice of Allowance { PTOL-85) or other appropriate eontmunicattonV# be malled"in due course. THUS r 
U-OVyABILfTY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is aubje* to W>hdra^ 

MEf(*n peptipa byjtho applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and* MPEP 130B, ■ J . v ■ 

l-ji^atjcwe* dctmtel le/Are 2P.*g itrf .JB. . I ■ 'j.V.- 

v ltK? drawings Wed on 2a Juno 2001 are accented bv the EmmJnef . ' j , .••*?; 

jA^avrtoc : 9msftt (B.matje of a claim for foreign priority under 33 U.S.C § 119(oH<l) or(f). 
V •'^|^& A J' 1 bJpSorrje* c)nNono ofttec 
•; ^'.Cj^Certifled copies of the pFfortty documents have boon received. 

oirtiflod eopiea of the priority documents havs been received in this; napbnaVstage appKcatidn from the); '■ 
el Bureau.(PCT Rule 17.2(a)). .1' . .' V ' • 

jfc*yc£rlfeed&piaai riot raArivad: : 

lent Is ma4a of a claim for domeetfb priority under 35 U. 8.C. § 1 1 0(e) (to a proviaiorpf application). _ ■ £ ' 

ie foreign language provisional application has been recaivetf. ? *: ' f 

of a daim-fw in^estte priority under 35 U.S;C, §§ 120 anoVor 1^1. j 

FROM THE 'MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply corviplyino/ vv*h th» requirement no)srt • 
W9I result In ■ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-AID NTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

J&TfTVtE OATH (OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMfNER's' AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 5 • 
PATENT APPLICATION (FTO-jS2) Which gives r*aaun(s> why the oath or declaration ia deficient 

must be ftubmitted. ■» ■ ' i':'." ^ "\."'*'--V' : 

jT .„ _ J^cludinfl chanfl iwjrequired by tha Notice of Dreftsperaon's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO^ewe) attached * ' * c ■ ' ■ " "~ 

tQ {feOaoing changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has bedn approved by th^ Examiner. 
G ; ^clLklmp; changes required by trjo attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or hvlhe Ojjfice action of Paper Na 

number (s» sr CFR 1J«<<;)) sitould bm written ontbe d>«wtrtg^ 

r INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
ifters comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 




■i- 

1 
-I 




References- CltW (PTO-592) , 
DtaRperepn^ I'pptent Drawing: Review' (PTO-948) 

^D^^sjire' Sbtementa <prp-1449): Paper No. 

fc;£brnrtwht ^ Re jardlng Requirement for Depcstt 



2D Notice of I hfoiTnaJpotent Application (PTO-1 SZj.'i. 
4B| Interview Sunrimafy.(PTO^t3)i Paper No. pVOf 
etS Examifler'a Arner^mentrcpmment ■' ' ' ' i 
Sta ExaminerTe Statement of Reasons ftx Allowance . 

another ; ; .* .i . • 



■ Notice of AllewatAity 



Part of Paper.No. 2G040628 
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A .- f |r^i^j>Ktaticn/Conttol Number; 09/894,356 



P*igr2 




EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

-'•!.■ -V'. 'i £ . . • An exan iner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 

'• v. : ■- . "' " ■'' ■ \. ' \ ■ : 

[i ^atfdftoro fee \uiscceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 'filed as provided by 37 CFR 1312. 

';^- : V';i- - • t . ]. :._'■>_ 

V. To ensure oonsi deration of such an amendment; it MUST be submitted no latdr man the payment of. 

* • • I" ••' . l; ■•!!"••• * 

»."., :-.t;--. -s. ., ' . 

*\--' ■ ?;V - "'sue- fee. 



'■•[. 



Authorisation for this examiner's amendment wa& given in a ttJephort^ interview wim. Gerry 



"i application has- been amended as follows; 

i>» ■ ■> • * ■■■ a. !■»*■•■■ Miiaiti^tiiiiimiiitii 



Onipage'il, line 1; insert —The present application is a continuation of U:S. Pajtent Application No. 

{ :■ V 



j ' <:\ '^9/420339 fil« 10/18/1999 now U.S. Patent No. 6,280,390. — 
1 ■' -CM*n 20; In lift e 9, insert —and movable around and proximaUy along— between "about" and 



Ih lmes| 9 - 10, delete "and" movable", 

' - i ■ 

- a*! ' ...V V:. t .. 



; . ;"2.. • TTie fo] lowing is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Trje prior art does not 
'*'' : 4-i ( Jteich or; fairly fuggest a tissue sampling apparatus having a trigger that both extends arid retracts a. 

:. v|:; "J ^cutter andmbvea a band wrapped around the distal end of the apparatus proiimally along the distaJ 
: •■' } J • ' ;; ]fehd:fbr seyeriijg a tissue sample within the apparatus. 
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1 Number 09/894,356 



>age : 3 



: , Any con *nentt considered necessary by applicant must be submitted np later Aan the 
■i': '^.'!jV ^^*?f nt ? f mc ilBue fee **> avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the i*roe fee. 
'<% . ' ^ ^cK subtirussioi a should be clearly labeled "Caxnments cm Statement of Reasons for Allowance." " 
■ * * fc ; ■ X f ' ! * ti*y concerning this communication or earlier communication^ from the examiner 

1^ jf?!' ' " ^ >< ^ ^ ^ 10 J onaman ^ Foreman whose telepho nc number is (703)j 305-5390. The 
&t ^j*??^^ n^nnaity be reached qn Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pmj \ /\ •■ 



! to rcacti^.ex^miner. by telephone are imtfujcctssf^the i 



rTs supervisor," 



&i-lm-f ...... ^ ., 

- • ' ■ : *^ : :" . " . . Any inqp liry of a general nature or relating to the status of* this application or proceeding. 

;\£;JhjbuMbe' directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0^58. 



Mary.Beth Jones can be reached on (703) 308-3400. The fax phone numbers tor the organization 
■yhere this appb ration or proceeding is assigned are (703) S7 2-9 306 for regular, communications and 



1 or After Final communications. 



... 



: ; :;74|il,;-|.: ;; ;V ;• 

;' : i.- : *Jli'"-'V. ; 



;1- 
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Examiner ' • 
Jonathan ML Foreman 




Appneant(«l T" 

RITCHART ETAC. 



Art unit 

3735 . 



, appticant'a representative, PTO personneQ: 

lML£S£Smm^ (3) 

(4) 




' fftW 5"^°^ 1**M9 20041 

rfer^^,^^te^p^jonlc b)Q Vldeo:Conference . i 

tp P€|«ormJ (copy gtom to: 1)D applicant applicant's repreaenta^J 

prderi^ d)QYea e)E No. . j 

V^PQ respefct to the claims f)Kr was reached. g)D was not reached. :n)Q N/A. 

\mfohA*5^™\ ^necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the clafrrta 
fiS®^ 15 .^ " avatodla, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments" that wouW render the daim* 
^Ity^ - . • j . : . . " 

WRrrrkw reply to the last office acton must include T>fe substance of the • • 

lisSiS^Sff- <? e *J^l? p Sect]on 713.04), If a reply to the last Offtoe action has already been AIM, APPLICANT IS 
SESS P*-W^ FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING 1>ATE OP THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY- 
VWPHEVE* |$ LATER, TO PILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See 



Sa'a^f ^ejcqid of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



X 
■J 



'■;£xart3inerNt3te: You rn Jflt sign tfils form unless it is an 
' sAt^jpf merit to-- a! sighed Office actio rt. 




linoVs signature, ff required. 



interview Summary 



Paper Mo. 20040628 
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Summary of Record of Interview Reqviremcnts ' /: 

(M>gPt, gifccocn tiij4> guhata»c*or u w view anna b* Midi oi nutans ) ;.' 



rmc »7 Code or Federal Rotations (CFK) f MB* atfetVftwa 

■fcn Is mquesled m vJswof an IntavtewwBn an easndiiw, a cvmffeto written tfBtnnjBnl of.»« 
sMbythott|*noenL *V» IrSarvlwdoeaatfrorTMwtto^ 

l»mteoco of* 



l^feS^L^ 0 ^MttofT n^fmart. Ofk» rtouM b. tnmactod to with*. Ttwpw 
*~*^^>^» ^ uwy ewpyy^ Tea actio* of patent and Triiawia^crfcow.iPwi 
misuw, eppuhrtibn, or laidorar "* 




a nteHwi to Mtidh than Is dbaofeenient w doubt. 

t ?V.r I:':].' * : ; - ■ : • J. 

, ; -r . ^^-f ^-?^{f? yt^i^^onwrk Ofltee cannot be based exoajarrary on the written record in the" Office If that record *j Rseff " 
■ .W-umyhdja thri^gK tft^faphifd to record the substance of Inrorviirwa. '< 
k : '1 ? r WP? iW, fc * *» apptteant or the attorney or agar* to moke the wJretamw or an lotarvtaw of record in the appfeason fllo, unless 
SSiSIl^^ fiSS^TJ^! w lE^?L do lhe 4M8Tn " wrt «»PoMJMSty to we that ouch a record fc madoMutd to oorrect rami WvaaciXSS? 

^Examtnanjimust ooMptete an Interview Summary Form far each interview held where a matter of subskm has taen rfraussad during tr£ 
^ch^^D»yap^opr»»t. boxes and filling in tht ttorta. Oiwucstano rarjarda^onjy prac^tWm^ero. directed sotty to redaction • 
*gW .Wa^reeowWtori * otherwise provided for in Section 6lSl *The IwarwaTof P^8r^^n^^ar.;^nu!L ^ 
^i5^^5£r^ , 2SfflL , SS^?t! c " w *? S^jreracluded from "ntarWrexierd^ procedure* below. Where me< 

^^^M^MB^mrns^ reeotted In fn&*mmm Arnendment, no separate wwvtew-summery Record ie rtqulraoV : 
^l^^&S^^^T^ Vvrm be^hrerfan appropriate Paper Nov, ptdeed in tho H^harf'a p^l^rfthtf ^ijnd feted or. tho 
pontsnttT WgonoMhe tTlo.irappef. M a personal frjtervlew, a duplicate of the Form is given to the appelant &r attorney or agent) el the 

fofofc^&^TJ^^ temasedtojhl&kiirtrii «rre«io^e*.*toW 

» or prior to^tne rwdjoffjuiol cemrMmtceOon. If sddtforml correspondence from lhe examiner fs itotltkafir borore. an oDowsrtoe or ft other ! 
ha Form should be mailod prorrtptly after th« Interview rothar than wifa tho rxurt. oT^I <^wyr*3»tfari. 

*" • ' ■ V ■ i Th^^bim prvyMea idr reoordalior^of the foirowino <nHwmaHon: 
^ , - ■■ gppte ffiM^fffr fflcrlee Code end, ttertai Number) 

. ;; $ f "p; pjHB oJt Intel 

-y' i $~ ' l^fpe of tntaryleW (Wophonto^ VMee^onference. or pwsonan 

v - . -Meme jof partic*en«o) (appljoan^ aaom«y or o^n< oxamJrw. rtrw PTO perwwvief. etc.) 
1 i'. ", t ir An indfcatlon pother or not an exhlbl wa» uhowo or q demonstracon corductsd 
. . An Identrtloatio* bfthe apeclflc. prior i»idiacu9eed 

4" inclcatlon v^ather an agreement was nrached and If go. a deaerfptioti of the general netura ofjih* agreement (may be by 




attachmeffl of»eopy of amendmenb orcletme agreed as befne allowable). Note: ABrMmont eaio atowobtlty to tantatva and doee 
^rwtWctnjrtler aotten by the eatasrHner to Irw contrary, . j ^ - 

TTios^natarei* Aeeaw^ who. conducted the inttrvim V 

5 V^destnifaie lhatih* txamlner only remind the appHcanl of hia or her oeOoatlon to record the wbsfLnea of the interview ot esen eaee. it 
ntftd, Kowover.ihbftha biterview $vmmary Form wftl not normaly bo considered a eomp#ot« and proper recordation orttw mtarwfew • 
~~ « e| asppljmcnted by the appiicarrt or the easminerta Include, all of the appllcaMo IWmb rsqiilred below ooncOTtirtg the 



f-> . • ? .-.' t 1)^>lef deocrtptl^n of ihc nature, of any oaMbtt shown or any Ovmoristrafion conduct M,' - l ':T 

W^\^^^aw2S^rSrfStM plS^ of a substantive nature Wac^edr'unlees ieee are already defedbed on* the ..! ' 

^ ' ' ^ *Me#wje)¥-Bomm]aFy Form cotnpWrt by th« Ewrniner, 

> i ' .: v ? Q a orieOteMtfloaflon of the ssnmi thrust of tho principal arBurnents praaohtod to the ewBrnlnor; 

^: .■ (T>te em^icaSon or araumenta ne«t nol b« »«ngtriy or elaboraU. fi{ vcrbotlm or htBtty <i*tai^d docorlptian at th« arguments ^-not ' 

; : . rsque^d. ^ahaarilfnoatonof tha an^ /- 

]■ I :.* X ' . pminer dan be undamteed In tho conhnt of the application Ilia, Of course, theiappticent m$y ddaire to ■mptiaitre artdfulry ■* : 

. -s|' e^seh^triosaa^urnarita which ba or ehe faeiK were or mfgM be pwiiuafiiva to the exaiWaf.) 
j;- * .^6)affenetataidtoajb^afaiwomor ^; 

'. ; ; "0 "¥ epproprtate. uje oeneraJ reeults or outcome or the Interview unices already described In tho Interview Summary Form completed by-/ 
U. - the exaxnihef . -3 



:.^tcu«tc th» o*am*icr 



eexdected to 
vWII dh» the a 



carefuly revlew-tho applicant e reqerd of the substanoo of ah Interview, rf tha-raccnf is not compieta end 
applicant an extendable orw month time- period to correct tho'recsrd. i 

. i ■ .. 

" Examiner to Choct for Accuracy . ( 



- : f If the ctalmsaro aflowabio .for other reason? of record, tho oxaminer should sand a tetter sotting rorththe examiners version of the 
BfWajnept ahnbuted to hlm d> her. U the record is completa and eccursts, the oxaminer should place the tndteatkm, -interview Rseord OIC oh the i 
^aepaf rejsordlnfli we subatortte or tha imerview a^Ag with the dat» and m* owmtnftr'B kiifiats, "T 

-r . .• ■ f ; , . . . : ' . ■ . i - 



mi 
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StB^bf^s tenintw acquire tbes» ftem* Tb be V^^^^^^^^^^j^^^ 
pr ^toanyiii^y vto 0>e Internet at ; , v* 



% ; fel f - SSSuS^gdv^WhlmiK T^ USFTO;, Gflk* oT *.Wh= Record 



'.. pabs^^^^^^P^ A ^°°. publication*. 



S^E^ilTM OF^Ct ACTIONS A^^^ G ^ 
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tfi^maric Office (Office or ^PT<b^^W^K - ! ■ 

■VI vl;/ which h» a new feature jd^d E-P«*« ; ^ 

■ : v iKii ^S ^jecttUrtini vviihOffic* actio* matted after December 1, 20Q3rTteOf^heU e>^^ t&e 

* ^^^^^SmttUi Paieni Official Gwette (O.G.) • in o^jrff«««:rtew^J«« 
^5SSS^iriUrfperio4. or when the Office ^^e&'«^3^ 
O^aet^theapplfcantmii^ 
^f:?\Sv^jttidbttiii:» cuitomer awN»Wthe Office, and (3) property ae^ t att;aCT^lSc«^tf».. 
* W^l ^b^iii^^i/T^'piidt irofcctfleei not involve or affect me ottog Ot^jn*totfi*f\ 
i : 4timhk pap> copies of foreign patent doaimems and nc^t>a^jte^^0^ce acpona 
U-SSSSS^^i w^mLeto be orovidedby the USPTO f^ca^.ait* ^wmtcn : 



ti^^y^^DdUn^ t^CXtt.tne Offi* will make available a new fw^e^^P^^^n^ 
o : ' ' r '? Office? frdri*ie PAIR system, to allow mora convenient downloading 6f<U A p«enw U.S. 
f -c^.^.x.-ZuiI.s ^wt^« l-th* new feature wilt -allow. anritKoritedJU^af private 



tee ^AtK system. 10 aiiow more W nv«Hi«» ...» 7\ ■ SE ,r v ■ 7oiift : 

IV i ^ ■* ■ -pa^a^iartion publications. ;The new feature wilt allow an^tl W ^^:0/pnvaie.?AK, 
?•£ V^wSS^me w-ail pftbe U.S. patents and U.-S.. patent ^li.ca^n^ub^ion^c^ toyman 
?.* < l^X^^^^nO^in Qffire actions, as well as U.S V^^ff^^^^ 
sT^U^ by applicants on form PTp^P08<1449) ^^^^^^r. 

*7*i»*$ -f«5p*c &Kt*may ^ performed inone down^^ 
i;^:^ l.^S^L'Lobe >ortabte t)ocumenv fomrtt ( P d0 files, which lS ^an mpro^ement over. the. v- 
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the New £-Patent Reference Feature During Uje Pttcrt ^ro/ect snd - 

*i; ppyale;P AIR is^uireoVto utiii« E-Patent Reference, ff you djn^afteady hav-e 
1 l:$'l"--'^^*^p.y 1 ^ ' PAIR* thW Office ittrges practitioners, and appH<^tt not rc^trsc^rorfby a 
-":V.j :- -^p J^j^CnttQ9%* idr ake advimiage of Uie transition period to obtain a no-cost £lSPTb PubKc Kcv 



IMS 



if^Bttnw.r^ obtain a USPTO customer rtiirnber*^ 

end^;^^ -filings with- their customer number, install W-toi^wftware !' 

fATed Office) reared to access private PAIR and E-Patcni Rere^c* feature; artd . 
j - - * ^ ajTangeniiiU fbs L Internet access. ,The fjull instructiojis &r oblstnkvg a PKI . 
z . 4° Office s Electronic Business C^tei (E&C£ web page at: - 



. '^ ^^ 'a^Guito^cr Number, download and complete the Customer Nujhbcr Request form, PTO- 
•*4yV/'-fe.U L iSBl25L -at: ; Htnfc/www. usDto.gov/weWforrns/sbO.l25.odf . The completed foim*can then .be 
ptr^k? ^tep^**!>^ by.faciirnile to'the Electronic Business Center ai (703} 30^2 $40, Aor ririaileo: t6 the > 
^ j' :V4^. :^.d^oas*^thi|rofm Ifyow are a iegi^cted attonicy : . ~ 

yjpw customer number, this is.acd^.Hiihedijy adding your 
S-'^ Qiatpnier Number Request' form. A p^scriptioA of Associating a :- 

* : : ai the EEC wt^sjy ai : : . j. . 

^TW^^iifht ^ference^tVttuxe wji I bSlSctised 'usNrg-arnew bunxm on ri^privat^AIR screen:. \ 
- ; v and US. patent application pubik#oW 

■? ? f aVffijabte ovetlthe Internet using the Office *i new E-Patent Reference fc«uni'!f The sizeof ibe ; 
? ; ' V l;i wtU;be displayed by E-Patent RefeTe^e W the d^ymlo^ 



j^;\]|it:. can selecrtdrep.wi^pWjil orthc refe«iice*- 1 ! 
^£ Selected references wili bedownlc^dfci as complete/.' 

J ! ^^ii^^^^Vkdobe.?o^flbip Document Format (.pdO files, for a* rjmited j^odr of time, the :. 
' i t V' Xr jgSjfrft) wWi^cliidea cQpyaf this notice With Office ^.aeucmsWencoOTgfl a^liau^^i^^a. • 



c' jgpj^^ned. above jn'igji^ 



r'r, 'v*:|:«t*.*"^. r^riri^lh.e ^o!-mbnth piipV ihe Office will evaluate- the stability and capacity of the E^ajjerit' ; ■ - 
feacirew reliabty/provide electronic access to cited ,L.S."parerrt art)i US, patent 
? ^^'"SpR 1 ^^ PpWicarion references. WhiU? copies ofUS/pateht'ina^U.^'py^i^plieatio^ 
ptUj.Iic^tiafi references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed *i&'0&ce a^ons during 
tl^pilpfprpjicr. kpplicajita are encouraged to use. the private PAlfcahaftKe j|*at^ 



■■-Mi 




^ ^ ! ^tf cunrcm Office practice qf ia^hj^n^c^ of spch. ojed ■ ^"-"^ ' 
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M>H ... - 

'vr^^-f' ^ .... 

-r • .'r . 'i .>. 



r ax : / Jtvtutouo 



aus i u dvyjt i i : U4 




'jj.l^6?. | 3^fev .Tne^Oiffice plaris,to continue ro provide access- to the E- Patent Re fpreoce Tenure : .. " 



£ ; Ju' vr "£ V*??™^^ lcernirtg th< E-Patent Reference feature should be inlwria'if]g.^d^^' t ^' (0 - lhe 

Z i ^ t !*^. Bttt < nc »fl Ceriter:(EBC) at the USPTO by electronic majl at cR<fgrem:e^Dto-ftov or : • 

Comment* will be posted and made ay rilableW public - . ; 
?£ r £ 'S^^^^f^-.Jjf ensuiethaf comments -are considered in the evaluation of^epj&bt project, . 

: ; ' : , ;t f i.? SWI^?* 1 ^* centers. ;CocuritnU .concerning digital certificates J c^is^nier' hitfnbers/arid - • ■•" 

.■*■,:. wiociating ciijttpsOT numbers with application* should be sent to the Electronic Business Center ;.. 



M": £V?!|9 ■Jfffilf ?' TO1l 7 fMbiile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail *fBC$ 



USfitO.gOv. 

>J.':'. - - 

■ -T ;*. .-■ 



I^.^ ^k'":::^.^ lis cvahiation, aridpublii 

^P^°f *9 intpletnejuiMpjan to > 



• .v 



and publication of a subaequerd notice as indicated above; the - 
ts plan to cease mailing paper copies pf U ; $. patent refe«ric« cited 
\ r ^K-^ npn provisional application* on or after February i/iod*; although copies 



,, : - a \^ ^ bf^ijedlffertispi patent documcinti aa well unpn patent literature, mil stilt be|'maijed to. the 
^" T J T • V S «iS , ^c«it.uniiJ such time as substantially all applications have been scanned ii ^ 

&^i#|c " , . ' . ". ; ■ . ... 

Be fauhtii on thife LfSPtO^website. - : , 
Comments concerning oie E-Patent ; r. ../ 
eperauoh of the PAIR s^ternlphould be/di reefed'- 



iV^V4vAv.>::*.- : lwte raCniay.^b btfbjji^^^-^wrnir^ - 



Nicholas p. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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